Case report A 64-year-old man with age-related cataract was admitted for routine cataract surgery to the right eye. Visual acuity was 6/36 (right eye) and 6/9 (left eye).
Under general anaesthesia a corneal section, can opener capsulotomy, nucleus expression, and cortical soft lens matter aspiration was performed. Under air a one-piece PMMA 7 mm optic posterior chamber implant (Iolab) was inserted. Despite good mydriasis and the use of a viscoelastic agent there was some difficulty in placing the superior haptic and so it was elected to dial the lens into position using a Sinsky dialling hook. After approximately 7 clock hours of dialling the haptic was still in the anterior chamber and the dialling hook had become stuck in the dialling hole at the base of the haptic. A gentle rolling action of the dialling hook resulted in fracture of the lens across the dialling hole so that the haptic became detached. The two broken pieces were removed (Fig 1) and a second intraocular lens (three-piece PMMA, 6 mm optic) was inserted with ease.
The postoperative phase was uneventful and the patient achieved 6/6 vision with spectacle correction. Ophthalmol Clin 1987; 27: 195-204. 
